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in the medical intensive care unit were recruited to the
study. In study 1, the effect of the participation in two

counseling groups, an illness-specific group and a general
support group, on the parenting styles of the spouses was
evaluated. The parenting style of the spouses of the group
participants was more supportive than that of the spouses

of the control participants. In Study 2, a single-subject
experiment was performed to identify the content of the

information and skills learned by the parents participating
in the counseling groups. The information obtained was

organized into categories for each of the subjects, and the
percentage of the total time of the sessions spent on each
category was calculated. The participants learned coping

information regarding the illness and information related to
the group, such as empathy and understanding of the

illness experience. The information taught in the illness-
specific group was useful for the parents as it related to

their own experiences, and the information learned in the
general support group was somewhat unrelated to the

experience of being a parent of a critically ill child but was
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useful for the partners of these parents.Complex multiplex
BAC genotyping assay for identifying progeny of large-scale

backcrosses. To determine the performance of a
commercial multiplex BAC genotyping assay used for

identifying adult F1 progeny, five 10-Mb genomic segments
were randomly selected from the genome sequence and
used to design a highly multiplexed (16 to 29 fragments)

multiplex BAC genotyping assay. Additional BACs and low-
copy repeats were also used to aid in the genetic
assignment of each progeny animal. The overall

performance of this genotyping assay was assessed
through comparison of expected and observed frequencies
of informative markers in the three generations of a large-
scale backcross breeding program using a representative

breed (n = 1,335). The overall power of the assay was
sufficient for determining the ratio of the most common
genetic backgrounds in the F1 generation, for identifying

sires and dams of each backcross generation, and for
selecting the animals for parental line maintenance.EXCLUS
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