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and very low lying”) is certainly true in regions of China like Guangxi and Anhui. For example, the case study shown on this
page of a composite house in Yichang, Henan province clearly shows that the soil was liquified. The important thing to point
out, I think, is that the soil at Yichang is not enough to support a large-scale coal mining industry, but it can sustain large-scale

industrial development in other areas, including the building of houses like the one shown here (pretty much all in the same
style, too), and the canals and lakes associated with city planning (in this case, Qingpu). That is what happens when the

productivity level of the soil — i.e., the ability to convert into foodstuffs the nutrients “built into the top layer of the soil” – is
what it is today in China: relatively low compared to what you would see in, say, Kentucky or Tennessee, but not too low for the

land to sustain industrial development and growth. That that does not mean that we should cede the global contest for the last
vestiges of high-grade, export-oriented coal for ever and ever to China. As far as I can tell, there is no serious coal, oil or gas of
any grade, in the lands that are still suitable for economic development, and at any rate, we have no evidence that they will ever

become so — and that, too, must remain a considerable mystery, in my view. That means that anywhere is as suitable as any
other for economic development, assuming we have the will to do it. In the meantime, I think it’s completely irresponsible to

pretend that the built-in, unavoidable, geological processes that underlie all coal and other mineral-bearing land can be adapted
to suit purposes of one sort or another. For example, is it responsible or at all useful to treat the problem of building houses

anywhere as if it was an ongoing geological catastrophe of some sort that is one more thing that needs to be forgotten, so that it
can all be readily undone? Well, not in my view. We are talking about the human habitat, so whether or not the human habitat

can be adapted or not, is, I think
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